VII.

CAGLIOSTRO.

WHEN we cease to study history superficially
and go down into its depths, we are surprised
at the supply of absurdities which every period adds
to the mass of human follies, and we acquire the con-
viction that what we call common sense ought to be
called the uncommon sense. The illogicality, the
contradictions, the absurdities, of the human heart
are eternal causes of surprise. The more corrupt the
society, the more easily is it led to every extravagance
in its tastes and fashions.

Superstition and incredulity walk hand in hand;
men refuse to believe in the Gospel, only to give
their faith to the wildest chimeras, the most eccentric
visions; they call themselves hard-headed, and suffer
from every weakness; they boast that they are fol-
lowers of reason, and they are in fact only apostles of
madness; they cease to believe in God, but they still
believe in the devil. Extremes meet, and old races
have all the credulity of children. The mania for the
supernatural, the rage for the marvellous, prevailed
in the last years of the eighteenth century, which had
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